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David Burrowes

NO FRIEND OF CYPRUS
Conservative Parliamentary Candidate for Enfield Southgate

After nearly 50 years since the outbreak of the Cyprus conflict, Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots desperately need closure and a chance to normalise 
relations. True friends of Cyprus (Greek and Turkish Cypriots) must 
understand that both sides have suffered, and both have legitimate needs 
and concerns.

The latest recruit to the Greek lobby: Since becoming an MP in 2005, Mr 
Burrowes has picked up the stock phrases used by Greek lobbyists, blaming 
“Turkish troops and settlers” for the Cyprus problem.

Deliberate amnesia: Mr Burrowes regularly seeks to portray the Turkish side 
as the obstacle to progress in Cyprus, conveniently forgetting that in 2004, it 
was the Greek Cypriots who voted “No” to the internationally backed UN 

Annan Plan for a united Cyprus, while Turkish Cypriots voted in favour.  

Misleading: In a 2009 Parliament debate on Cyprus, Mr Burrowes again demonstrated his bias on 
Cyprus. He stressed that Turkey should be pressured to change its ‘intransigent stance’ on Cyprus, 
falsely propagating the view that Ankara and not Turkish Cypriots drive the negotiations on the 
island. He also deliberately omits stating the responsibilities of Greek Cypriots and the EU. 

One-sided justice: Throughout 2009, Mr Burrowes called on Turkey, “to fulfil its obligation, which it 
hasn’t until now, to allow [Greek] Cyprus flag waving boats into the Turkish ports”.   Yet not once did 
he ask Greek Cypriots and British Government to respect the legal and political rights of Turkish 
Cypriots, or call on the EU to fulfil its obligations to end the international isolation of North Cyprus. 

Prejudiced: Mr Burrowes has pressed for the restoration of Greek churches and cemeteries in the 
North and stresses its importance as a confidence building measure. However, he fails to show the 
same concern for Turkish-Muslim heritage in Greek South Cyprus where 16 of its 106 mosques have 
been destroyed, with a further 61 mosques in a serious state of disrepair. Many Muslim cemeteries 
have been neglected or defiled, while some of them have bulldozed into highways. 

Smear tactics: In a 2008 debate, Mr Burrowes expressed concern that Kyrenia  “is being affected by 
booming development, including development on Greek Cypriot land, which has created a significant 
obstacle to seeking a solution”. He fails to mention similar issues exist in South Cyprus, where 
extensive development has occurred on Turkish Cypriot properties, including the land used to build 
Larnaca and Paphos airports. 

VOTE BURROWES OUT!
Replace him with a candidate who supports the rights & needs of all Cypriots 


