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NO FRIEND OF CYPRUS
Labour Parliamentary Candidate for Hendon

After nearly 50 years since the outbreak of the Cyprus conflict, Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots desperately need closure and a chance to normalise relations. True 
friends of Cyprus (Greek and Turkish Cypriots) must understand that both sides 
have suffered, and both have legitimate needs and concerns.

In a BBC investigation, Labour MP Andrew Dismore was named and shamed for 
breaching Parliamentary rules by not declaring overseas trips paid for by foreign 
governments. Mr Dismore visited Cyprus in October 2005, October 2006,
September 2007, November 2008 and October 2009, courtesy of the Greek 
Cypriot authorities including the Cyprus House of Representatives. Each visit 
prompted pro-Greek Cypriot actions back in the UK. 

One-track mind: During the last five years, Mr Dismore tabled 202 questions on Cyprus. No interest was 
declared for 90 of these questions, while virtually all 202 questions favoured Greek Cypriot interests and 
many were openly hostile towards the Turkish side. The sheer number of biased questions suggests Mr 
Dismore is more a Greek Cypriot lobbyist than a true champion of the rights and needs of all Cypriots.

Re-writing history: Mr Dismore presents himself as an expert on Cyprus, yet rarely mentions the 
persecution of Turkish Cypriots between 1963-74, when 50% were made homeless and many of them 
brutally attacked. Nor does he acknowledge the reasons why Turkey was forced to intervene in 1974, or the 
ongoing discrimination and bullying of Turkish Cypriots through the embargoes imposed by the Greek 
Cypriot authorities.  Instead, he tries to distort the truth with comments such as “The world has forgotten 
the basic cause of the [Cyprus] problem-the injustices of invasion, occupation, Turkish troops and settlers and 
development of their [Greek Cypriot] property”. 

Smear tactics:  Mr Dismore won’t meet the mainstream leaders of Turkish Cypriots to glean the truth 
about North Cyprus, or to better understand their concerns. Instead, he prefers to demonise the Turkish 
side, which in turn polarises the two communities even further. 

Islamophobic: In a debate in January 2009, Mr Dismore raised concerns of mosque building in North 
Cyprus claiming it was a “matter of great seriousness”. Turkish Cypriots are predominantly Muslim, so to 
question their right to build new mosques suggests ignorance or Islamophobia or both. We note no such 
concerns have been raised regarding churches in South Cyprus.  

Hypocrite: Mr Dismore regularly finds fault with the Turkish side for a lack of agreement on Cyprus, yet is 
happy to praise the late Greek Cypriot President Papadopoulos, a key figure in the EOKA terrorist movement 
that killed many innocent British soldiers and Cypriot civilians, and one of the architects of the notorious 
Akritas Plan to exterminate Turkish Cypriots. He conveniently forgets that in 2004, it was President 
Papadopoulos who urged Greek Cypriots to vote “No” to the internationally backed UN Annan Plan for a 
united Cyprus, resulting in 76% of Greek Cypriots voting against, while 65% Turkish Cypriots voted in favour.  

VOTE DISMORE OUT!

Replace him with a candidate who supports the rights & needs of all Cypriots.


