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NO FRIEND OF CYPRUS
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for North 
Southwark and Bermondsey

After nearly 50 years since the outbreak of the Cyprus conflict, Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots desperately need closure and a chance to normalise relations. True friends 
of Cyprus (Greek and Turkish Cypriots) must understand that both sides have 
suffered, and both have legitimate needs and concerns.

Condoning racism: For years, Simon Hughes has been happy to stand under huge 
banners displaying the offensive ‘Bloody Map’ of Cyprus and give speeches. The map 

incites racial hatred of Turks, projecting them as murderers. When mixed with the powerful anti-
Turkey rhetoric of politicians like Mr Hughes, is it any wonder so many Greek Cypriots grow up hating 
Turks?

Distorting history: While extremely knowledgeable on Cyprus, Mr Hughes insists on presenting the 
conflict as one which started in 1974 following “Turkey’s invasion and illegal occupation”. He glosses 
over the terrible period 1963-74, where 50% of all Turkish Cypriots were displaced and many 
defenceless people were attacked and killed. He also fails to mention the legal and moral mandate 
Turkey had as a Guarantor Power to intervene in Cyprus.

One-sided: Since being elected in 1983, every July (bar one occasion) Mr Hughes has attended the 
Greek Cypriot rally in Trafalgar Square to condemn Turkey’s actions of 1974 and its continued presence 
on the island. Mr Hughes claims he wants a fair solution for all Cypriots, yet has failed to show any 
solidarity with Turkish Cypriots, who are also victims of this conflict. They too are refugees, with over 
500 missing persons. And today, they are deprived of their basic human rights due to the embargoes 
on North Cyprus. 

Hypocrite: During his keynote speech at the 2009 Trafalgar Square July rally, Mr Hughes said the 
Orams case demonstrated, “Property rights cannot be transferred by illegal occupation”, a message 
that was being carried “North of the line and beyond”. Mr Hughes is happy to deter people from 
investing in North Cyprus, yet shows scant regard for similar issues in the South, where Turkish Cypriot 
property has been illegally transferred by Greek Cypriots, including the land used for Larnaca and Paphos 
airports.

Giving false hope: Mr Hughes is typical of many people who champion the Greek Cypriot view of 
Cyprus, that one day everyone will return to their original homes. Sadly, the clock cannot be turned 
back to 1974 or 1963. The recent European Court of Human Rights’ Demopoulos ruling eliminated the 
automatic right of return for refugees by recognising the rights of current users of the property.

Happy with apartheid in Cyprus: Mr Hughes constantly talks about human rights breaches and the 
need to respect international law, but he conveniently ignores the immoral embargoes on Turkish 
Cypriots – ongoing since 1964. The embargoes have created apartheid on the island, where the quality 
of life is dependent on your ethnicity and where you live on the island. 

VOTE HUGHES OUT!
Replace him with a candidate who supports the rights & needs of all Cypriots 


