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NO FRIEND OF CYPRUS

After nearly 50 years since the outbreak of the Cyprus conflict, Greek and 
Turkish Cypriots desperately need closure and a chance to normalise relations. 
True friends of Cyprus (Greek and Turkish Cypriots) must understand that both 
sides have suffered, and both have legitimate needs and concerns.

In a BBC investigation, Conservative MP Theresa Villiers was named and shamed 
for breaching Parliamentary rules by not declaring overseas trips paid for by 
foreign governments. Ms Villiers visited Cyprus in October 2005, October 2006,
September 2007, November 2008 and October 2009, courtesy of the Greek 
Cypriot authorities including the Cyprus House of  Representatives. Each visit 
prompted pro-Greek Cypriot actions back in the UK.  

Scare mongering, offensive and dishonest
Scare-mongering: On 10 January 2006, Ms Villiers called on the British Foreign Secretary to “strengthen 
the advice on the Foreign Office website urging British tourists and holidaymakers not to buy property in 
Northern Cyprus that might have been stolen from its Cypriot owners”. She failed to declare an interest 
with this question and has continued to use every opportunity to demonise North Cyprus over property. 
Sadly, Ms Villiers cares not for property stolen from Turkish Cypriots, including the land used for Larnaca 
and Paphos airports in South Cyprus that she uses when she visits the island.

Offensive: A regular at Greek Cypriot rallies in Cyprus and London, Ms Villiers is happy to stand beneath a 
flag of the racist “Bloody Map” making inflammatory speeches containing numerous anti-Turkish 
messages. She blames Turkey for all of Cyprus’ ills and demands action to help Greek Cypriot refugees 
and to determine the location of their missing persons, but fails to mention the suffering and persecution 
of Turkish Cypriots, their missing persons and ongoing international isolation. 

Each October when Ms Villiers visits Cyprus, she makes a point of attending the Greek Cypriot Morphou 
rally to “show solidarity with its residents who were forced from their homes during the 1974 invasion.”
She has never attended a single rally for Turkish Cypriot refugees, even though between 1963-74 half of 
all Turkish Cypriots were made homeless. 

Dishonest: Ms Villiers portrays the Turkish side as preventing peace in Cyprus because of what she calls 
their “inflexibility”. She deliberately conceals the fact that in 2004, it was Greek Cypriots that voted “No” 
to the internationally backed UN Annan Plan for a united Cyprus, while Turkish Cypriots voted in favour.

Hypocrite: Five years ago, the Chipping Barnet MP pledged, “to campaign for a balanced, lasting and 
peaceful settlement [in Cyprus]”. Ms Villiers’ actions on Cyprus have been the total opposite of this, 
favouring the interests of one side at the expense of the other.

VOTE VILLIERS OUT!

Replace her with a candidate who supports the rights & needs of all Cypriots.


